IMPACT: International Journal of Research in s
Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL) ; WH H

— —_— ~ =
ISSN (P): 2347-4564; ISSN (E): 23218878 ]’h] E\_A) _iﬁh ?f(:t L_
Vol. 10, Issue 5, May 2022, 19-22 T m——

© Impact Journals

DILEMMA OF IDENTITY IN SARANKUMAR LIMBALE'S THE OUTCASTE

Dr. Ranjana Singh

Assistant Professor, Government Degree College rid@bampawat, Uttarakhand, India

Received:08 May 2022 Accepted:11 May 2022 Published: 12 May 2022

ABSTRACT

It is said that literature is the reflection ofdifand the society that surrounds human life. Daétature is a genre which
represents issues like humiliation, exploitatiomrginalization and retaliation of a community commhoknown as Dalits
in Indian society. The powerful portrayal and exgsiens of the sufferings of the community bringlgionary changes
in the caste dominated Indian society. In this @alt literature has become a powerful weapon tpress their pain and
their traumatic condition and to fight for theirgfits in the society. The paper attempts to exgesedndition of dalits in
the society with special reference to Saran Kumarbale's The Outcaste. The novel gives voice tditter experiences
of caste dominated society. It presents acute jodd the cultural, social and economic issuesterighe society. The
Outcaste not only highlights the biased behaviduhe society but it also own the power to bringaletionary changes

in the society that society actually needs sintang time.
KEYWORDS:Identity Crisis, Discrimination, Dalit perspectivBelf- assertion, Autobiography
INTRODUCTION

Religion, culture, tradition, economy, caste, clasdour, gender, sxuality, etc. are some of thpartant factors, drag
some particular depressed communities to the mafgine social circle which are known as subalt@riDalit. In course
of time dalits start speaking and raising questigrto the mainstream of the society. They challdntye supremacy of
upper class through all the possible ways in whitgly were neglected and among which the literateipies a major

role.

Earlier the literature was dominated by upper ctessple and dalits were at the margins. Beforertbhbdy was
interested to read about their painful agony @&.IBy crushing the pre-compiled, pre-existing, ittadal literary history,
the depressed community embraces the identity mpadses the forbidding, profound real world. In thigy The Outcaste

is one of the most powerful representation of theng of the community.

The expressions of dalit writings come from theiteln life experiences instead of their observatitm this

respect C.B. Bharti claims:

“The aim of Dalit Literature is to protest agaitis¢ established system which is based on injuatickto
expose the evil and hypocrisy of the higher casthere is an urgent need to create a separatestiestfor Dalit

literature, an aesthetics based on the real exymrseof life”.

Dalit writers express their thoughts and experierioea realistic manner majorly by using their watiregional

language. Since Manohar Biswas states;
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I'm a Communist, by birth a communist I'm a Dalit this country and by my humble origin, a
Proletariat | have one straight thought to knocthatdoor of equality... With angst | dream of breakthe rigid

codes of authority.

Sharankumar Limbale (1956) is one of the emergiggrés of dalit literature. He is an eminent dMiarathi
writer, poet and literary critic. He has composedrenthan forty books. Apart from all these he idlweaown for his
autobiographyAkkarmashi The autobiography is translated into many Indianguages like Hindi, Malayalam and
English. It is translated into English languageSantosh Bhoomkar with the titlehe Outcastén the year 2003. Literally
the title means half-caste which itself descriltesdondition of a person living in suppressed comityuLimbale born in
Mahar caste and he was an illegitimate son of herigaste Patil father and a poor, landless, uhttile mother. He was
considered as an untouchable, a half caste angriveld man by the upper caste society. The opepaggs of The
Outcaste describe the early school education ofatitbor. His primary school days certainly realib@m the bitter

discriminated truth of caste system of Indian stycées he belongs to a poor Mahar community.

Limbale himself unknowingly accepts the differerafehigher caste and low caste students. Limbaleectom
know the fact because of segregation and impodéeteatitiation in every aspect like, schooling, epgthabits, dressing
style and in the games of children. There wereetkfit games for low caste poor students and theg nat allowed to

play the games of upper caste students like Kabaddi

The Wani and Brahmin boys played kabbadi. Beingkedas Mahar we couldn't join them. So Mallya,
Umbrya, Parshya, all from my caste, began to pdagh and go. We played one kind of game while tigh h

caste village boys played another. The two games played separately like two separate whirlwinds.
Limbale has portrayed various incidents to desdfileecaste discrimination prevailing in the society

Like the tea stall incident where there were dédferglasses for low caste students. This was rmiginas they
have to wash their glasses after having tea anldl cadl touch the money they gave to the tea statles. The Outcaste is

a distressing life narrative which attracts us ugr@ncondition of the Dalits in India after indepence.

The autobiography highlights some major issuesatit dommunity which they have to face in their daylife
like identity crisis, discrimination on the basisaoaste, class, and economic disparity. The Outcasan affright story of
childhood and growing age of a person living inoatcaste. Therefore it becomes a shivering andeshag experience of
author which reflects author's graphic depictioragboor Dalit child and later his saintly forgivese compassion and

detachment. Humiliation and hunger becomes twoeatesp questions of the book.

As Limbale writes that the lower caste are onlyrbtar feed their stomach and they cannot do anytblag in

their life. He claims,

“Bhakaari is as large as man. It is as vast asklyeand bright like the sun. Hunger is bigger thaam.
Hunger is more vast than the seven circles of Mdh is only as big as a bhakari, and only as bigia hunger.
Hunger is more powerful than man. A single stomiadike the whole earth. Hunger seems no biggen traur
open palm, but it can swallow the whole world asiddut a belch. There would have been no warsiktlvas no
hunger. What about stealing and fighting/ if theses no hunger what would happened to sin and vilteaven

and hell, this creation of God/ if there was no dgemhow could a country, its borders, citizens liparent,
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Constitution come into being? The world is bornnfra stomach, so also the links between mother atte,
sister and brother”. (Limbale. 50-51)

Identity of a person is concerned with the seltees) self- image of a whole community either itrésl or
imaginary which deals with the existence and rbkxause here author is very much confused aboudidmnsity being a
poor, illegitimate dalit child. “How are we relatéal others?”Nothing standing differences in theurabf dalit movements
and the meaning of identity, there has been a camgquest- the quest for equality, self dignity amddéation of

untouchability” (17). Over all these questions @alated with every person being a member of dalibtmunity.

The dilemma of the identity of the author startagghtr from his birth Limbale was anguished firstly the bad
luck of birth in such community. The titikkkarmashitself announces the identity crisis of the wridéar he belongs two
different class and castes. His mother Masamabnigeld to Mahar community but she marries with & loigste person of

Mahar community named Ithal Kamble.

That was not a life- long relationship for her meathater she started living with a high class perstéanmantha
Limbale. Therefore his birth itself ended up beinghame. This was the first reason of his anguoigtist life. His mother

was Mabhar, but Limbale' s father was not a Mahacdste.

Therefore Mahar people saw him as a charlatan,daalie (akkarmashi) he was a downtrodden for thelpeof
the village. To be an untouchable is a curse inamdociety, and to be an illegitimate child in @itdcommunity is a
double curse which limbale have faced speciallhichildhood days. Certainly he writes, "my fiseath more likely
than not debilitated the profound quality of therld®d (36).

Being a half caste person of a low caste, he wakds as an untouchable by upper caste Maharheaneas
treated like an animal or a person does not hawiens. He faced dual set of problems in his lifet only through caste
system, but also being an illegitimate child ofttbammunity. Generally in Indian caste system anidéntified by his/her

father's name, class, caste or religion.

But in the lack of author's inherited identity hefered for his real identity. He was ashamed sfgiast and was
extremely sad about his birth in such a low cdsitmbale has also compared himself with the Indiaythmlogical low
caste characters like Jarasandha' and 'Kara'.aites;|“In the family, he was not free from anguille. had a divided self
even in his own family. His father lived in a massi mother in a hut and he on streets. His fatfied to avoid him and
he could not acknowledge Saran kumar as his offgpiThis made him to call his autobiography “theociicle of a

fatherless being” (27).

Saran Kumar always feels ashamed of the destime#o the fault for the sin of his parents and forr maving
pure blood in terms of religion. He was insultedp@pple even by his own siblings because his fatlasran another man.
His grandfather was a Muslim by caste and his grasiler was a Mahar even his parents (father wasrupgste and
mother was low caste Mahar) were also from diffecaistes and class. So he was unable to makesorgdiiidentity from

his own pedigree or family tree.

These voiceless unidentified dalit in the procdssearching their identity created a new crop comim&nown
as dalit literature that had its own distinct idntThis horrible effect of caste discriminationdasocial injustice on the

mind of a small child and other low caste charackers been narrated impact fully yet in a simplamea
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Limbale inTowards an Asthetic of Dalit Literature: Historyp@troversies and Consideratioataims about the
un-satisfaction of dalits against discriminatedque Indian Hindu caste system.? He writes, noyavithat is happening
to him in savarna society but what is happeningda$im, in a psychological sense (4). These [Calihors are doing

such a difficult task of narrating their life thiglutheir personal experiences and sufferings natisgrvations.

To live this kind of life is traumatic enough yeid even more difficult to represent it in frorftathers. Limbale's
capability to express his anguish and frustratidtih &n intense and bleak vision makes him sturdgevof the muffled
community. Dealing with the multiple questions tethto the identity of Dalits and their discrimiizat, humiliation, their
anguish, frustration and compassion, all these ettsngives the autobiography an immense vitalitytte autobiography

becomes a moving, pathetic, social document omidistated picture of Indian caste system.

Hence dalit literature is not just a piece of wgfibut it is certainly associated with a revoluipnmovement to
bring a change especially in the thinking of sogisb that the condition of dalits could uplift. Il are masses exploited
and suppressed economically, physically, mentabgially, culturally, in the name of caste, clasdigion and other
factors set by the upper caste of the society.tDaiters like Sarankumar Limbale hopes that thppressed group can

bring a socio-cultural revolution.

The Outcaste, as an autobiography is packed witregfal emotions and pain of a particular communByt the
relevance of the book is beyond the boundariesa@fudobiography since it stands as a symbol foiggte to survival for
Dalit community. Limbale's struggle portrayed samjically is symptomatic of the extent of the obadjes it reclaims

dignity and identity for himself and for his comnityras well.
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